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EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN STUDY GUIDE

I. EXCEPTIONALITY AND SPECIAL EDUCATION

· Know the difference between disability and handicap and disability versus inability.
· Prevalence of exceptional learners and high and low-incidence categories
· Be able to explain LRE
· What is the teacher’s role in the special education process?
· Understand the major provisions of IDEA
· Know your court cases and be able to share how they effect children and schools
· What are the history and origins of special education?

II. INTEGRATION, INCLUSION, AND SUPPORT OF POSITIVE OUTCOMES

· Be able to explain the three prongs of special education and the two prongs for section 504.
· Explain other differences between special education and section 504
· Be able to discuss the pros and cons to the issues of normalization, inclusion, segregation and mainstreaming in the public schools
· Understand and provide examples of universal design in the community and schools and UDL 	for learning
· Be able to discuss RTI
· Discuss the differences between accommodations and modifications (adaptations)
· How did or does No Child Left Behind effect special education students?
· What are the components of an IEP?
· Understand the terms and processes involved in supporting a student for desired 	behavior

III. PARENTS AND FAMILIES

· Be able to discuss parent’s reaction to finding out their child has a disability, effects on the family and dealing with the public.
· Understand guardianship and PBIS

IV. LEARNERS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

· Be able to discuss the terms intelligence tests, adaptive behavior, social intelligence, practical intelligence and prevalence.
· Be able to discuss causes, and types such as William’s Syndrome, FAS, Fragile X, Prader-Willie, Micro and Hydrocephalus
· Be able to discuss research based teaching strategies.

V. LEARNERS WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES

· Prevalence
· Causes – brain
· Decoding, phonological awareness, phonemic awareness, fluency, comprehension, syntax, semantics, phonology, pragmatics, short term memory, working memory, metacognition, dyslexia, dyscalculia, dysgraphia
· Be able to discuss research based teaching strategies.



VI. LEARNERS WITH ATTENTION DEFICIT HYPERACTIVITY DISORDER

· Social maladjusted behaviors such as conduct disorder, etc. and terms such as perseveration
· Prevalence
· Be able to explain the three different types of ADHD
· Be able to explain why ADHD is on the rise and how will schools need to change to handle these students.
· What areas of the brain are effected?
· Be able to explain neurotransmitters and their role.
· Be able to explain behavioral inhibition according to Barkley’s model of ADHD
· How do teachers meet the needs of students
· Coexisting conditions and ADHD
· Pro and con of medication

VII. LEARNERS WITH EMOTIONAL OR BEHAVIORAL DISORDERS

· Be able to discuss externalizing and internalizing of behaviors and comorbidity
· Causes
· Explain the definition of emotional and behavioral disorders
· What are the major educational considerations regarding emotional and behavioral disorders?

VIII. LEARNERS WHO ARE DEAF OR HARD OF HEARING

· Understand how hearing is measured and different types of deafness.
· Prevalence
· Be able to discuss issues of speech and language development, academic achievement, social adjustment and the deaf culture.
· Compare and contrast:  auditory-verbal approach, auditory-oral approach and total communication
· What are some educational considerations for learns with hearing impairments?
· Know the anatomy and physiology of the ear

IX. LEARNERS WITH BLINDNESS OR LOW VISION

· What is the criterion for legally blind?
· What is low vision?
· Know the anatomy and physiology of the eye
· Prevalence
· Causes and types visual issues
· What are the different educational considerations for students?
· What types of supplementary aids and services may be used to accommodate the student?

X. LEARNERS WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS

· What are the characteristics of autism?
· Prevalence.  Why is it increasing? (neurological and genetic)
· What parts of the brain are implicated in autism?
· What are the categories of disorders on the autism spectrum umbrella?
· Know some of the early signs
· Understand some the psychological and behavioral characteristics of learners with autism.
· Understand educational considerations required for teaching children with autism.

XI. LEARNERS WITH LOW-INCIDENCE, MULTIPLE, AND SEVERE DISABILITIES

· Describe a student with a severe disability and prevalence
· Traumatic brain injury – definition and characteristics
· Deaf – Blindness – definition and characteristics
· What types of educational strategies, supplementary aids and services may be used to accommodate the student?

XII. HOW THE SPECIAL NEEDS BRAIN LEARNS

· Know and understand the exteriors and interior parts of the brain and their functions.
· Functions of brain cells
· Learning and retention
· Rote and elaborative rehearsal
· How different are the brains of today’s students compared to the past?
· Causes of learning disabilities
· Explain the process of learning
· Difference between ADD and ADHD
· Can schools inadvertently enhance ADHD-like behaviors?
· Symptoms of dyslexia and dysgraphia
· Functions of the amygdala and limbic area
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Terms to know:  Broca’s area, cerebellum, cerebrum, dendrite, dopamine frontal lobes, hippocampus, limbic area, neuron, synapse, thalamus, Wernicke’s area , working memory, cortex, brainstem, amygdala
