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1. Connection to Doug Landis- focus on persons abilities rather than their disabilities (Page 7). Throughout elementary school I had a boy who has muscular dystrophy. Mentally he was above the rest he class. However he had a teacher assigned to him. Mrs. Brown was his helper throughout most of elementary school. She would help him with physical tasks. Since second grade he was confined to a wheel chair because his muscles were losing strength. Today he has almost no physical mobility. He can use his hands, fingers, neck, and head. Unable to perform physical tasks he enriched his mind with reading and learning. He has successfully published a science fantasy book. He was able to overcome his disability and with the help of caring instruction, and a supportive family-friend base he is able to showcase his incredible abilities. 
2. “Early identification and intervention hold the promise of preventing many disabilities from becoming worse.” (Page 8). I spent most of my free time working with the American Cancer Society as the event chair of Boise’s Relay. The American Cancer Society loudly preaches early detection. The earlier the cancer is detected the better chance of survival the patient has. As with physical or intellectual disabilities early detection will help the learner in the long run. Medical advancements are being made, and knowing that a learner has a disability allows us as educators to make individualized education plans.  
3. “The student’s parents are involved in the decision about how to address the student’s needs, and the outcome of special education is the student’s improved achievement and behavior.” (Page 8). While doing my field placement at Purple Sage Elementary School I was in a Kindergarten classroom. In the class there was an autistic child. Not having much experience with students with special needs I didn’t recognize she was autistic. My placement teacher told me she was because later that day she was going to be meeting with the girl’s mother. The placement teacher told me that she was frequently in contact with the girl’s parents. This way they were able to communicate on how the girl was performing in the class, and allowed the parents to inform her teachers on ways to make her calm down if she was upset. Even though working with parents can be intimidating, working with the parents of students who have physical or intellectual disabilities can be a beneficial partnership. 
4.  “[Special education may] …need special transportation, psychological assessment, physical and occupational therapy, medical treatment, and counseling,” (Page 10). As I went through elementary school my teachers thought I might have had a learning disability. However through many tests it was discovered I have hearing loss due to fluid in the ear drums. Because of this I struggled with pronouncing words and hearing instructions. In 3rd grade I underwent a surgery to put tubes in my ears which helped increase my hearing. At school I was sent to a speech therapist that helped teach me the correct pronunciation of words twice a week. While working with her I became more confident in correctly saying words and I also became proficient at reading lips. However if someone is too far away or covers their mouth as they speak I immediately begin to lose out on the words they say. Thus causing me to not understand or catch everything they read. As an adult my tubes have fallen out and I must focus very hard on what is being said or I lose understanding, and I become disinterested or frustrated. I struggle with learning new songs on the radio because I am unable to see what is being said. Ultimately by working with a specialized educator, she was able to give my regular teacher ideas on what techniques, such as writing all homework assignments down on the board or on a paper, would be beneficial and help my succeed in the classroom.
CHAPTER 2- Current Practices for Meeting the Needs of Exceptional Learners
1. A Prereferral Team (PRT): “Is a group of professionals (eg. Special education teachers, counselors, administrators, psychologists) work together to help identify alternative educational strategies for the student before making a referral for special educational evaluation,” (Page 25). There are a wide variety of tests available to test students for a learning disability. A parent is able to request a formal evaluation or the student’s school may refer them. A PRT is used when the student’s teacher has tried many different avenues for teaching the student, but the teacher and the student are still struggling. This group works with the student and the teacher to find options that are beneficial for the both of them. If these options are tried and the educational quality of the student is still poor a full evaluation may be conducted. After the child is assessed and found to have a learning disability parents receive a copy of ‘Procedural Safeguards Notice.’ This outlines legal rights and explains that your child will receive the services they need in order to be successful.  The National Center for Learning Disabilities emphasizes that an informed parent is an empowered one. Knowing your rights will be able to safeguard your child and ensure that they are getting the education they deserve. (http://www.ncld.org/parents-child-disabilities/ld-testing/10-things-to-know-about-learning-disability-evaluation)
2. Response to Intervention (RTI):  “Response to intervention refers to a student’s change, or lack of change in academic performance or behavior as a result of instruction,” (Page 26). This goes alongside with a PRT. It is important that the school takes steps to fully examine a student before ‘jumping to the conclusion’ that they have a learning disability. My younger brother Brock was perceived as being ADHD by a couple of his teachers last year. However after examining his academic work load and teaching style it was determined that the material he was being taught was too easy. He was ultimately becoming bored in class because the of the pace the teacher set. It is important as an educator that teachers look into other reasons as to why a student may not be performing at his/her best in the classroom. The curriculum or the pace of the class may be too easy or to challenging, thus resulting in frustration or a lack of interest. 
-The RTI Model on Page 27 gives a detailed process as to what steps need to be taken in order to refer a student for special education. The use of his model will ultimately help identify students who have a learning disability and ones that do not. 
- The RTI Network also breaks up into three tiers. The first tier is: High-Quality Classroom instruction, Screening, and Group Interventions. This ensures that the student is not struggling because of poor instruction. Students are screened periodically to establish a baseline in behavioral and academic achievement. This tier usually does not go past 8 weeks. Tier two: Targeted Interventions. At this take the student isn’t progressing well in the classroom based on their baseline. Services are given in a small-group setting along with general curriculum. This tier usually takes longer than tier one, but doesn’t go past a semester. If the student still isn’t progressing well tier three comes into play. Tier three: Intensive Interventions and Comprehensive Evaluation. At this stage the student is given an individualized curriculum that is targeted to help the student improve in areas they are struggling in. If they still are not showing progress they are them referred for a full evaluation and considered for services under the IDEA act. (http://www.rtinetwork.org/learn/what/whatisrti)

3. Individualized Education Program: “Is the legal document that describes the educational services a student receives,” (Page 28). This allows educators to find an avenue to best assist a student with a learning disability succeed educationally. It focuses on what a student can do first rather than what they cannot. Using the strengths of the student the educators involved are able to create goals and a curriculum that will help the child gain confidence and a valuable education. 
-A wrap around is a planning process that combines a team of “…caring professionals and citizens working together to support children and families affected by a SED (special education).  This is through the use of private agencies and civic groups. The family is able to choose what services and support best fit the strength of the child and the family. It is important that their learning environment matches the culture of the family. This packet gives parents a detailed description of laws, referrals, rights/responsibilities, agency contacts, and how to use the agencies in the state of Idaho. The packet’s goals are to help educate parents so they know what resources are available to them and what rights they have legally. It can help parents with a newly diagnosed child find support and answers.  (Found at: http://www.isu.edu/irh/projects/better_todays/B2T2VirtualPacket/IdahoProgramsResources/Idaho%20Parent's%20Guide%20ENGLISH.pdf)
4. Peer Medicated Instruction: “The use of peer confederates in managing behavior problems, or any other arrangement in which teachers deliberately recruit and train peers to help teach an academic or social skill to a classmate,” (Page 28). Teaching students with learning disabilities can be difficult and as a teacher it is important to know a variety of tools or strategies that will work better for a variety of students. Using a classmate to help a student with a learning disability helps that student learn the material in a different way. Instead of being told to do something by a teacher they are learning social cues or academic material from a classmate. This helps the student with a disability see someone their age perform these tasks. These types of programs not only exist within the classroom but in the real-world as well. In Boise there is a business called Community Connections, Inc. They’re goal is to “… enable adults of all ages with developmental disabilities to live in their own homes and fully participate in community activities with the 24 hour support ant assistance of qualified professionals…Our participants live active, productive, and healthy lives that empower them to learn, grow, and take pride and pleasure in their accomplishments.” (http://www.cciidaho.com/our-services/). With the help of business like CCI adults with disabilities are able to learn how to live independently and how to function in the real-world. CCI also offers employment opportunities which allow these individuals to work in society and learn how to interact in a professional and social settings. Being able to include these people in the work force not only empowers them to become more independent, but it also lets them see they are accomplishing something and capitalizing on their strengths. 







