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Genetic Testing for Hereditary Deafness
I think genetic counseling should be an opportunity for all couples who are serious about having a baby. If more people took the time to seriously understand the impact of having a child, I think less people would be having children accidently and not being able to raise or care for them properly. In an age where medical advancements are being made at such a profound level more and more people are staying alive, thus keeping certain medical conditions in our gene pool. Understanding and accepting the risks that each parent brings to the table is something that should be considered. However I do ultimately believe that genetic counseling should be optional and not forced upon any one. 
I was really shocked to see that 29% of those who took the survey preferred that their child was deaf. While they see their child growing up in a “proud” culture, I see it as the parents being selfish and trying to make their child suffer in the same way they did. Since I have experienced hearing loss in my life I have come to fully understand the actuality of losing my hearing. Maybe I want this right to hear protected in non-born children because I understand how much is at stake. While people who have been deaf their whole lives do not understand what they are missing out on. No parent should truly want their child to be deaf. Being deaf misses out on the beauty of sound. A sense that helps hear the beauty in an ever more violent world. Missing out on the sound of music is enough to make me sad. Music has enriched my life so much, and I could not imagine not being able to hear the sound coming out of my French horn or my trumpet. I could not imagine dancing in a crowd of 10,000 people and being able to hear the base drop.  Watching two friends together at a show-one signs the words to her deaf friend, the deaf friend desperately trying to hear the music through her fingers. Watching the face of a baby get a hearing aid put in and hearing for the first time in his life, a slight smirk on his face- that proves to me that sound is a beautiful thing, and any parent who prefers their child to be deaf, is unfit to be a parent. They’re too selfish. If I was completely deaf I would use genetic counseling to find out if my future child could suffer the same fate as me. It would be irresponsible and unfair to my future child to not to. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After reading this article it seems that the Deaf Community is a little too sensitive when it comes to getting help. They want to be seen as normal individuals and they don’t want to be ‘fixed.’ This was seen when they didn’t want to get cochlear implants. They want to maintain their community, and in order to maintain their community they want more children to be born deaf. I understand their resistance to genetic counseling because they were ridiculed and teased in the past. They should take advantage of medical advancements made to help them. Genetic counseling is a tool they can take advantage on to see what the changes are that their child will be deaf. Ultimately these suggestions to have or not to have a child, is made with the parents in their own homes. No one can take that right away from them. However forcing a child to remain deaf when medical technology has advanced to the point where they can hear is cruel. 


