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Native American Autumn Lesson Plan with ADHD Accommodations for Kindergarten
Objectives: Students will learn about the Native American celebration in autumn. We will discuss legends of the Huron people as to why the leaves change colors.  Fall in classrooms are often consumed with Halloween and Thanksgiving celebrations. Students will think of fall in a different light and learn about different cultures in an authentic manner. 
Stories:
· Little Herder in Autumn by Ann Nolan Clark is a story about a young Navajo girl who describes her life, home, and family. 
Ann Nolan Clark was not born as a Native American but she did spend 25 years living among the Tesuque Pueblo people. While she lived with them she taught them how to read. Realizing there were not a lot of supplemental textbooks that the Pueblo people could relate to she began writing her own books for her classroom.  
· Native American Legends ‘Why the leaves have many colors in Autumn’. A Wyandot (Huron) Legend
We will tell you the story of the battle fought by the deer and the bear in the land of the sky. 
The bear was selfish and proud. He often made trouble among the Animals of the Great Council. When he heard that the Deer had walked over the Rainbow Bridge into the sky land he was angry. ‘I will punish the deer.’ He said. 
The Bear went to the Rainbow Bridge. He leaped along its beautiful way of glowing colors. He came into the sky land. There he found the deer and said to him; This sky land is the home of the Little turtle, Why did you come into this land? Why did you not come to meet us in the Great Council? Why did you not wait until all the Animals could come to live here?   
Then the Deer was angry, only the Wolf might ask him such questions. The Bear had no right to speak like that to the Deer. 
The Deer said to the bear, ‘you have gone about making trouble among the Animals long enough. You shall never do that again.’
The Deer said he would kill the Bear he arched his neck. He tossed his head to show his long sharp horn. The hair along his back stood up. His eye blazed as if a fire burned in them. He thought to slay the bear with a single stroke of his terrible horns. 
The Bear was not afraid. His claws were very strong. He stood erect fo the mighty conflict. His deep growls shook the sky like rolling thunder. The struggle was terrific and long. The Bear was torn by the cruel horns of the Deer. 
When the remaining Animals of the great Council heard the awful noise, the Wof went up into the sky to stop the dreadful battle. 
All the animals had to obey the Wolf, so the Deer turned and ran away. And the Bear fled along the paths of the sky As the Deer ran, the blood of the Bear dropped from his horns. It fell down to the Lower World and made the leaves of the trees many colors. Some were red, some yellow, some were brown, some scarlet, and some crimson. 
Now each year when the Autumn comes the leaves of the trees take on these man colors. The forests are flooded with soft and glowing beauty. The Wyandots then say the blood of the Bear has again been thrown down from the sky upon the trees of the Great Island. 
Activity: Color and cut out leaves. Students will place the leaves on a classroom tree. Each student will write 3 sentences on why they think the leaves change color. 
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How the lesson would run:
1. There would be a daily task list put up on the white board so students can mentally prepare for their day.
2. Have a class discussion on what fall means to the students- record responses on the board. This provides a natural lead into the topic and allows me to gauge their knowledge about fall.
3. Introduce the topic- Native American Autumn. Since we all know what fall means to us, we’re going to learn about what fall means to other people. This will help us learn more about different cultures and will help make the individual a more rounded person (would relate to character traits when teaching young students how to make friends and interact with the world around them).
4. Have students move from desks to the reading mat. Then read the Huron Legend
5. At reading mat discuss what the story was about and how the Huron people believe change the colors of the leaves. 
6. Students will move back to their desks and work on coloring the leaves. I will show them an example of a colored leaf. I will encourage the students to color nice and create leaves they would see in the fall. When 3/4ths of the class is done coloring we will move onto cutting out the leaves.
7.  I will show them how to do the first one. Making sure they are working hard to cut along the lines. 
8. After students have colored and cut out the leaves they will bring them to me, and at the end of the day I will place them on a classroom tree. This will add to the atmosphere of the classroom and it allows the students to see their hard work. 
9. The next day I will have a lesson on why the leaves change colors scientifically.
10. Students will then write 3 sentences as to why they think the leaves change colors
11. At the end of the week we would read Little Autumn Herder by Ann Nolan Clark and briefly revisit on why the leaves change colors in the fall. 
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