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Overview: Students will sit in pairs for the first two months to three months of school, depending on how many students are in the classroom. Each week students will switch seats and receive a new partner. Throughout the week students will work on various tasks to complete with their partner, and at the end of the week, each group of students will present a project. The project will depend on what we are learning in the classroom. For example, one week we are teaching students about the life-cycle. Student pairs will pick one animal-no animal will be repeated- and learn about that animal’s life-cycle. Students would create a flow chart showing the life-cycle and present it to the class along with a mini description of the animal they chose.  It is also important to help students work on presenting in front of their peers. This will have an enormous benefit for them in the long run if they are able to learn good presenting skills. This lesson plan may be more beneficial/realistic for the students later on in their kindergarten year or beginning of first grade. 
Stories:
· A Life Like Mine: How Children Live Around the World by UNICEF. (http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0789488590/sociapsychn0f-20) This book would be a great one to read a little bit at a time throughout the school year. It will help teach students about other children around the world. 
· We’re Different, We’re the Same By Sesame Street (http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0679832270/sociapsychn0f-20) This will help students learn about ways in which we are similar and different. This will help them further working how to work with individual students and as a classroom as a whole. 
Day 1: On the first day of class students will work independently and write down or draw their own personal dreams or goals for their futures. After this is completed students will discuss these goals with their partner. I will give students about 20 minutes to discuss this with their partner, about 10 minutes per student. This allows students to work on communicating with each other, and allows conversation to flow naturally. After students have gotten the chance to talk to their partner I will introduce the project they are going to be working on during the week. During this time I will allow the partners to take about 5 minutes to choose what topic or idea they are going to work on together. If a conflict arises, it will be a good opportunity for students to work on compromising with each other. Once they have decided on a topic or idea I will record what each pair is reporting on. 
Day 2: Student will receive 30 minutes per day to work on their project together. Before sending them to work on their project I will model good research techniques. Hopefully with the help of volunteers, students will be able to work towards completing their project each day. If there are not volunteers available I will provide students with informational pamphlets on their topic. It would include basic information along with other websites, texts, or other educational materials that could aid in their project. 
Day 3: Taking a break from school work students will work with their partners in trust exercises. With their partner they will work to define what trust means to them, allowing for a few minutes of discussion between the partners. Once they have discussed what trust means to them, as a class we will work on that definition. We will then move outside onto the grass and have trust walks. Using ropes, cones, and balls (I will need to ask permission from the physical education teacher to borrow these items, or bring my own) I will create an obstacle course that students will move through. One partner will be blindfolded while the other guides their partner through the obstacle. After all of the pairs in the class have gone through once, they will switch who was blindfolded. Trading positions they will then work through the course backwards. 
Day 4: This day will be a revision/polish the project for presenting. I will work with each group in the class and make sure they will be ready to present. This may take longer than an hour, it would be ideal to have another person either a volunteer or student teacher help move through the groups. The goal is to help the students feel mentally prepared for their presentation on Friday. Helping students feel confident in their work will help them feel more confident in presenting. 
Day 5: Students will present their project with their partner. Before presentations begin I will teach students about what it looks like to be a good audience. I will also explain what will happen if a group or individual is not being a good audience member. It takes a lot of courage to stand up and talk in front of your peers, and students will need to be respectful of their classmates. Students will be graded on the quality of the work, presentation, and how well they worked with their partner. 
At the end of each week, as a class we will work on a scavenger hunt. What the class will be looking for will depend on the project and what is being taught in the classroom. For example if we are learning about different types of trees as a class we would brainstorm where we could find that particular tree. While out looking for the tree each pair of student would be given a different item to find: ie a leaf, pinecone, pine needle, bark ect. We will have to discuss taking only things that have fallen to the ground or picking off one leaf, not all of them. Coming back together as a class we will discuss what we have found. After each successful hunt students will get points towards a classroom party. 
Accommodations for Learners with Learning Disabilities: 
Each day students will record their own behavior through self-evaluation and self-recording. Before setting the students lose when working on projects it is important to teach students strategies to help them look for research or how to be a participant in an audience. This lesson plan also allows for reciprocal teaching by having student pairs present to the class at the end of each week. Since students are going to be presenting a project they are more motivated to work towards creating a good end project. 
Resources: 
I came up with this lesson plan by myself for the most part. When looking up activities to use I used the following websites. 
http://www.livestrong.com/article/210884-trust-building-exercises-for-kids/
http://www.brighthubeducation.com/teaching-preschool/121798-building-trust-in-your-students/
http://www.understandingprejudice.org/readroom/kidsbib.htm




