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1. IQ-Achievement Discrepancy: is a comparison between scores on standardized intelligence and achievement tests. Many states use formulas to see the differences in the scores. These formulas are seen as flawed and don’t provide an accurate account of a person’s intelligence. Idealpartnership.org discusses this model. They are concerned that these tests don’t help find students who have learning abilities until much later in their educational career. When it comes to identifying and helping a struggling student with a learning disability this model does not do a lot to help. The results can also be a reflection upon a poor teacher or the student not responding to a particular teaching style. http://www.ideapartnership.org/documents/IQ-RTI.pdf
2. Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) is a machine used to determine possible causes of learning disabilities using neuroimaging techniques. The different types of MRI’s are used to detect changes in brain activity while the person is doing a task. When I was in junior high I had an MRI on my leg because they found a large quantity of irregular dots in my shins. Fearing they were tumors I was sent in to have an MRI. Luckily they were non-cancerous and they just cause pain while running or standing for long periods of time. Even though getting an MRI can be extremely stressful they are a great tool that doctors can use to identify a problem in a person. 
3. Reading fluency is the ability to read effortlessly and smoothly. These are connected with reading rate and ability to read with the correct expression. I connected this to a scholastic article, an organization that deals with everything books. While developing reading fluency they suggest 5 tips. 1) Model fluent reading- as a teacher I need to show the students what reading aloud looks and sounds like. 2) Repeated reading help students work on a passage they have read before. This helps promote fluency because they are gaining practice in reading the same passage. 3) Promote Phrased Reading- this helps deter students from pausing after each word. When reading aloud it helps when sections of the passage are read together in a phrase. This helps students read better and promote deeper understanding. 4) Enlist tutors to help- by getting outside help, students are getting even more practice in reading fluency. It also will help the student because it allows them to have one on one time which teachers are not always able to do. 5) Try a reader’s theater in class- this will help the students work together as a class to read a passage or book. It not only helps them when it comes to public speaking, it helps the reader interpret the scrip versus memorizing it. http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/5-surefire-strategies-developing-reading-fluency
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Phonemic awareness is the ability to understand that words are made up of sounds, or phonemes. Last year in an education class we worked on phonemic awareness very heavily. For me this was an extremely challenging class. I understand the importance of knowing the skill and the need to teach it to young students. While taking that course I realized how hard it was for me to break up the words into separate sounds, I really struggled with hearing all of the sounds. The book mentions that students working with the English language tend to have more problems with phonemic awareness, and for me this was especially true. 
Sousa Chapter 2
1. Table 2.1 shows factors that affect brain development. These include genetic links, tobacco, alcohol, and other drug use, and problems during pregnancy or delivery. I connected this to my fiancés little sister. While she was being delivered the umbilical cord wrapped around her neck and she temporarily lost oxygen going to her brain. This caused her to have a seizure and now she has a very mild form of cerebral palsy. Looking at her you wouldn’t notice unless you knew what to look for. She holds her right hand close to her body most of the time, she has limited control on her right side. You would notice if you saw her playing Xbox. She uses her left hand when working both controls. She is very lucky that she has a very mild case of the disease. Her parents were told that she would never be able to tie her shoes or button up a shirt. But she has proven the doctor wrong. After being put into physical therapy she is able to tie her shoes and button a shirt up. She cannot however touch her pointer and middle fingers to her thumb. She is also unable to braid her own hair. 
2. The main goal of Response to Intervention is early detection. Like most things early detection can help prevent a lot of heartache down the road. It is important that teachers, parents, and administrators are able to identify behaviors that may be symptomatic of a learning disorder. The Center on Response to Intervention have a model that show the important components of the RTI model. These include screening, progress monitoring, multi-level prevention system, and at the center data-based decision making. They want to make sure that they are helping students who actually have a problem and not mislabeling students because of poor teaching or inability to learn with a certain teaching style. http://www.rti4success.org/
3. Learning is an ‘active process of acquiring and retaining knowledge so it can be applied in future situations.’ Being able to recall information involved an interaction in the brain between the individual and material learned. Since learning means something different to each individual there are a wide variety of learning theories. One is the constructivism theory that views learning as an active, ever changing process. The individual is required to actively create their own reality, and that new information is linked to prior knowledge. http://www.learning-theories.com/constructivism.html
4. Learning strategies are ways that help the learner learn, remember, or perform well on assessments. Each teacher should have an enormous tool box of different learning strategies. Deb Yates felt this way by having us create strategy binders. This binder consisted of a variety of learning strategies that could be implemented in the classroom. These strategies allowed for a variety of learning styles. While it was a giant pain to create such an intensive binder I now see that the binder I made will be one that I will take with me as I leave college behind and step into the real world. 
