Breanna Leatham
Professor Breach
Exceptional Children
3 November 2014
[bookmark: _GoBack]SLD The Danger of Good Ideas
	
The article was concerned with the identification of students with an SLD. The new guidelines are not very clear and state that an intellectual disability is not required to be considered. Even though the current IDEA and SLD definitions say it is needed to have a psychological processing disorder in order to be considered.  I agree with the author because it doesn’t make sense that the new guidelines do not match up with IDEA. It seems that it would be more beneficial for everyone involved if the definitions and requirements were the same across the board. These new ideas seem to be creating problems and causing a lot of unnecessary confusion. 
I agree with the author when they support higher levels of trainings for teachers, better instructional methods, and better evaluation tools. I agree that there needs to be different ways of testing student’s knowledge beyond standardized testing. As teachers in training we are taught a variety of ways to teach because there a variety of ways in which students learn. It doesn’t make sense that we don’t test students in a variety of ways either. 
The article also raised rightful concerns when it comes to ensuring equivalence in education among children. It is extremely challenging to ensure this because students come from a variety of backgrounds, economic status, and where they are in their physical, cognitive, and psychological development. Education needs to be based upon the student and not upon the ideas of people who aren’t even teachers. The test results also showed that if a student is Caucasian, speaks English, and does not need free school lunches is less likely to be in the below basic rating category. This shows that these students have an advantage because they speak the native language, and they come from a family that isn’t poverty stricken. These results show a disparity in education. I remember at my high school they moved all of the ELL learners into my high school when they shut down the ELL school. This was a huge loss to these students because they were thrown right into the fire. At the ELL school they were slowly taught the language and various nuances of being ‘American’. When they moved to the high school they were often times ridiculed and bullied for the way they talked or the way they looked. If special education students need their own school it makes sense that these ELL learners get the same right.
