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Chapter 5 and 15 Hallahan- Passage Master
1. Page 110/Environmental Influences: I chose this section because it is important that we are aware of environmental factors that can cause harm to a developing fetus. Fetal Alcohol Syndrome can be prevented if the pregnant mother makes a good decision to not drink alcohol or take drugs while carrying her unborn child. 
a. Reading Plan: My group and I will discuss environmental factors that can affect the long term development of a child. What can be done to prevent this from happening?
2. Page: 113/ Picture and caption: “Children with intellectual disabilities may have problems making and keeping friends, but positive social interactions are certainly achievable and should be nurtured and encouraged.” I chose this section because it shows two happy kids and tells why inclusion can be very beneficial to some learners. 
a. Reading Plan: My group and I will discuss ways to make sure the exceptional learner is making and keeping friends within the classroom. What strategies and classroom tools could be implanted?
3. Page 116/ Educational Considerations paragraph 2: This paragraph discusses the challenges exceptional learners have with general curriculum. It also discusses the idea of functional academics. I chose this passage because it is important that teachers make learning relevant to real-life situations while in school. Not only will this give them a reason to want to learn, but it gives them opportunities outside of school to implement these newly learned strategies. 
a. Reading Plan: We will up with categories of learning that can be applied not only in the classroom, but also in their daily lives as well. What educational materials might be needed?
4. Page 120/ Assessment of Quality of Life: I chose these two paragraphs because it addresses five factors used to assess life. These are satisfaction, well-being, social belonging, dignity, and empowerment/control. 
a. What do you consider quality of life for people with intellectual disabilities? Would you say your opinion matches or defies what the majority of society considers quality of life? 
5. Page 124/ Paragraph 1: I chose this paragraph because it discusses the difficulties that people with intellectual disabilities can have when it comes to self-determination. 
a. As a teacher how would you help your student learn to become self-determined versus learned helplessness? What are the pros and cons of both actions? 
6. Page 127/ Employment paragraph 2: I chose this passage because it discusses the various ways that schools are involved in giving exceptional learners job experiences. They not also provide trainings, but they also provide real job opportunities.
a. In your high school did you see any of these programs implemented? What were the programs and did you agree with the program? For example, in my high school they had the special education classroom clean up the cafeteria after lunch- I personally felt that should’ve been the job for the in-house students. What other opportunities could’ve been provided? 

Chapter 15- Learners with Special Gifts and Talents
1. Page 432/ Origins of Giftedness paragraph 5 and 6: I chose these paragraphs because it discusses the impact that various environmental factors can nurture or hurt a child’s giftedness. 
a. As a group I would like to discuss various techniques that could be used within the classroom to help these children excel in their gift. What accommodations may be needed and how would you balance their learning with the rest of the classroom?
2. Page 435/ Peer Connections: I chose this interview with Maria Hernandez because it gives a real life example of someone excelling with their gift and the challenges that come along with it. 
a. As a group we will read the article and discuss some of the stigmas that go along with being titled ‘gifted’. Do you agree or disagree with her decision not to tell people that she is gifted? Is the college made for younger/gifted students? 
3. Page 436/ Cultural values regarding students with special gifts and talents and their education Paragraph 1: I chose this paragraph because it shows the frustrations of educators that these students are not being nurtured within out classrooms. 
a. As a group we will discuss the validity of this statement. Are there any examples of kids you have seen that have been helped or hurt by this refusal to acknowledge these gifts?
4. Page 438/ Students Low in Socioeconomic Status or Living in Remote Areas: I chose this section because it discusses disadvantages that low income or remote families face when it comes to their children’s education. 
a. As a teacher what are some opportunities or educational tools could you provide to help these students ‘catch-up’ or foster an interest in learning and creativity? Have you experienced any of these issues while being out in the field? 
5. Page 440/ Responsive Instruction: This section provides ideas on how to meet the needs of twice-exceptional students. This would be a good resource for us as future teachers. 
a. As a teacher how can you avoid the stigma about disabled children, and look for a special talent that could be used to foster learning and an interest in their education? What steps would you use according to the strategies? 
6. Page 445/ Making it Work: I chose this section because it helps address the question: “How can I challenge him when half of my students have difficulty reading?” This section will also be a good resource in a classroom if a gifted student is in the room. 
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]After reading through the page, what ideas can you pull away and take into your own future classroom? What other ideas could’ve been added to this piece? 
