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Should and Should not Diagnose a Child as a Psychopath 
	I feel like this is an unfair question, especially since there is a lot of confusion and unknown variables in this question. Professionals in this field don’t even know what to do. I began this article with a yes and no column. It didn’t take long for me to see that the arguments listed I this paper didn’t fall neatly into a yes and no category. Some things I included on the list for Michael were: excessive punching of walls and kicking doors, cut clothes and ripped out hair, able to flip emotions from being extremely angry to being calm, there are differences in the brains of teens who score high on psychopathy checklist. For the no side I had: ‘first-born’ syndrome become he had a new sibling and can’t accurately diagnose because their brains are still developing. I have no idea on this question. There are so many variables and uncertainties. I feel it is harsh to call a child a psychopath, but reading about the level of violence and manipulation these children displays prove they are very different from what I consider a ‘child’. A child to me is someone who is young and sees wonder, joy, and the occasional heart break in everyday life. While they may throw temper tantrums their end goal isn’t to cause physical harm. Michael on the other hand is terrifying in the way he absolutely hates his younger brother. I do not believe a child is fully able to understand and apply hatred to anything. While reading the story I was genuinely concerned for Allen, the younger brother. Would Michael snap and cause life-threatening damage to his younger brother? Arguing that a child shouldn’t be diagnosed as a psychopath is difficult. One hand saying a child is that way, the child has the ability to draw from that and believe that in themselves. On the other hand these children tend not to care about social labeling and may choose to completely ignore it. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	However it is important to be able to identify these type of children so educators can be aware and take necessary precautions within school settings. Inclusion with these types of children could be very good and very bad. It could be good so the student can see how ‘normal’ students operate and the emotions they display. On the other hand the different student may be shunned or picked on in class. While they tend to not have social inhibitors-this could cause the student to have violent outbursts endangering the entire class. When Michael grabbed a chair to hit his younger brother Allen, just because his game got unplugged showed the intense rage and willingness to act on those feelings. As a future educator it terrifies me to have this kind of incident occur in the classroom. How am I supposed to protect the rest of the students from outbursts like this? Since little is known about how these kids operate it is challenging to find educational solutions that would work for them. These students are going to know something is different about them. They know they are in a different category than other students, and since they know that a label isn’t going to affect them much. Perhaps being honest and letting them know why they are different and what potential problem are associated with that, will help them developmentally. 

